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. . . and PLANTS



tŀǊǘ LΥ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ tƛŎǘǳǊŜέ

ÅA need for change in how we 
manage our waterfront propertyς
and why

ÅGetting it done- Part II

What is at risk?



Graphics / Data: Alaska Coastal Rainforest 
Center

Forest cover loss: 

During the past 150 years, Puget Sound lost at 
least 2/3 of its remaining old growth forests . . .

Puget Sound Partnership Vital Signs, 2016



Continued development
replaces forest with homes, roads, and impervious surfaces

Cumulative Impacts of Deforestation?



Impacts of Development

Å Permanent forest loss
Å Impervious surfaces increase
Å Loss of wildlife habitat/ decline of 

species
Å Hydrologic changes above and 

below land surface
Å Stormwater runoff volumes, flows 

increase
Å Pollution impairs water quality

Natural Condition

Developed Condition

Å Mature forest canopy
Å High infiltration rates
Å Wildlife habitat
Å Ground water recharge
Å Stormwater runoff volumes small
Å Water quality protected



Why Does My Shoreline Matter?

VWildlife - aquatic + terrestrial

VNative plants ςand their 
habitats

VPuget sound processes ς
Vnatural bluff erosion 
V sediment availability
Vhydrologic processes



VProperty value, costs, and peace of mind



VtǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀ άǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜέ



ØyvindHolmstad, Wikimedia Commons

What does it take for a òsense of 

placeó to disappear?



VThe next generation of waterfront residents

Our challenge: 
accept the gift and the responsibility of άƭƛǾƛƴƎ on the ŜŘƎŜέ



¢ƘŜ ά.ƛƎ tƛŎǘǳǊŜέ - Benefits

ά{ƻǳƴŘέ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ

ÅPeace of mind

ÅGiving back

ÅProperty value & costs

ÅContributing to a sense of place



Our challenge:

Finding òthe right wayó to create and 

maintain:

VEcologically functional landscapes

VBeautiful & Useful Landscapes



How? Plants on the Shoreline
Thoughtful vegetation & drainage management are two of 
the easiest - and most effective ςways for homeowners to 
help their properties, and Puget Sound. 



Role of Vegetation on the Shoreline
Å Water management
Å Nutrient uptake
Å Slope stabilization
Å Food
Å Shade
Å Microclimate
Å Large woody debris



MESSY 
= COMPLEXITY 

= LIFE

1. Adopt a Puget Sound Aesthetic



MESSY = COMPLEXITY = LIFE

A Place of Remarkable Beauty



MESSY = COMPLEXITY = LIFE



MESSY = COMPLEXITY = LIFE



MESSY = COMPLEXITY = LIFE



2. Treat plants like the INFRASTRUCTURE  

they are: stability, stormwater, habitat

Source: The Importance of Root Strength and 
Deterioration Rates Upon Edaphic Stability in Steepland
CƻǊŜǎǘǎ .ȅ hΩ[ƻǳƎƘƭƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ziemer



Capture the Rain

VRain is captured on leaf surfaces at different heights.
VLeaves transpire and water evaporates away.
VRain slows as it drips through vegetation to the ground, 

allowing the soil time to absorb it.
VPlant roots suck up gallons of water from the soil and make 

room for more water.
Vά! tb² ŎƻƴƛŦŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƛǊŜǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ол҈ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ƛǘ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦέ (Herrera Environmental Consultants, 2008)



Things Change.  Shoreline vegetation does help

WA Coastal Atlas, 2007 image of Case Inlet 
shoreline



Avoid topped trees; yard waste; storage on edge



1.   Save time (low maintenance once established)

2.   Save money (few inputs, bareroot = inexpensive)

3.   Protect your property  (erosion, stormwater, weeds)

4.   Help the neighbors  (repeat above)

5.   Protect our local economy (water quality, recreation)

6.   Conserve natural resources for your children . . . 

and their childrené

3. Preserve Existing Native Vegetation



Trees and views arecompatible.

Å Work with skilled certified 
arborists

The cost of maintenance pruning = 
infrastructure 

maintenance

4. Adopt a new view 
About views



Native vegetation (& stability) lost ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾƛŜǿΧΦΦ


